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A Message from Pastor Todd
“Being Methodist While Sheltering in Place”
It’s a challenge to follow Jesus in isolation. It isn’t
natural to be cut off from others, especially family, church
family, neighbors, and friends. It is
unnatural for many to not be able to
visit, gather, shake hands, give or
receive a hug. Many of us are alone.
The gift of time on our hands is
counterbalanced for many with fear,
anxiety, and depression. What can
each of us do to remain faithful in
our walk with the Lord?
Even as you shelter in place, you can be there for
others. Here are some practical ideas
I found marinating in our unique
Methodist grace and culture:
1. Call. Rem em ber the
telephone? Use it to make phone
calls. Set a daily goal for speaking on
the phone with others. Ask how they
are doing. Share a common memory.
Remember the last time you both
laughed at something funny. Find
something to say “thank you”.
2. Write. Rem em ber no tes a nd letter s? I’m
thrilled to receive a handwritten letter in the mail. Most
others are thrilled to get a letter, too. Opening a letter
takes priority over bills, solicitations, and advertisements.
When writing a note to someone, you can place your
entire focus upon them and their well-being. Chose your
words carefully, lovingly, and fill them with grace.
3. Visit. B u t, do n ’t even think about getting close!
Call ahead and set a time. Stay outside the screen door or
window and wear a mask. Leave a small token or gift. Can
you bring them some needed groceries or medication?
Smile with your eyes. Bring sidewalk chalk and leave
behind a rainbow or words of hope.
4. Pray. P r a y da ily for people,
circumstances, joys, and concerns. I’m keeping a list of
daily prayers on a legal pad. I carry it with me wherever I
go. You can do the same. Lay it out there with complete
honesty. Tell people you are praying for them. If possible,
actually pray with them. Write your prayer out in an
email or note and send it to them.
5. Give. Giv e som ething . Giv e a ny th ing ; tim e,
talents, service, treasures, money. Make your gifts a
personal sacrifice. If it doesn’t hurt it you’re not trying
hard enough! Give to the church. Give to charity. Jesus is
generous in his gift of grace to us; likewise, give
generously to others. Target your gift to where it will
make the most difference. Donate to organizations or
causes that reflect your personal, Christian values.

6. Gather. Not in per so n. Ga th er o nlin e. I
know, it isn’t the same as gathering in person. For the
time being, it will have to do. If you don’t feel like taking
part in another Zoom video, force yourself to do it for
someone else. Other members of our church family and
friends need to see you, hear your words of
encouragement, know that you care enough to show up,
and share with you in prayer.
7. Give thanks. Giv e tha nk s to Go d for th e
good and the bad. Say “thank you” to God, then list
everything for which you are thankful. Give thanks by
engaging in daily devotions, possibly using The Upper
Room as a resource. Give thanks to God by
participating in online worship. Worship is a
team sport; we do it together! Online worship is
the best we can do right now. We are trying to
make worship better every Sunday. Touch God
and share the awe. Make worship attendance an
appointment in your calendar and make it a
priority to attend.
You can be there for others. We can be
present for each other, giving compassion and
care in this time of great need. Be God’s gift of
grace to others. It’s a very Methodist thing to do.
With pastoral love and affection,

Pastor Todd
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Communion on Pentecost
Sunday

Super Sale Discussion
All are welcome to join a thoughtful discussion about
the Super Sale on Monday, June 1, 2020 at 6:30PM. We
will continue the
conversation about
branding and ideas for the
future. Please extend this
open invitation to anyone
who may want to
participate. We will meet
by Zoom meeting. If you
have Internet access
click on this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/81300567425?
pwd=dmFMTEZWN2J3YWRidER5dC9XR0JJQT09.
Meeting ID: 813 0056 7425 Password: 968639. For phone
access call: 1-646-558-8656; Meeting ID: 813 0056
7425; Password: 968639.

Pentecost Sunday is Sunday, May 31. Join me online
at the 8:30 and 10:45 service times. I will celebrate live
stream worship and Holy Communion at both
services. All par ticip an ts
will have three choices. Choose
according to your needs and
comfort level.
1) Curbside. For 30 minutes
after each service, bring a
disposable cup and paper
plate, drive to the church,
pause at the front door. Do not
get out of the car. The
consecrated bread and cup will be safely passed through
your car window to you, and you will receive a blessing.
The Bread and Cup will be prepared with the same (or
better) sanitary procedures as is being conducted by
restaurants providing curb side or drive in service.
2) Home Delivery. Those unable to drive to the
church, please contact Barb in the church office, 5332170, and we will arrange for a volunteer to safely deliver
consecrated bread and cup to your home, where it can be
left by your door.
3) Virtual Communion. Bread, Cup, and a gathered
community are required. Virtual Communion is not a
recognized practice by the United Methodist Church, even
though I am aware of its recent practice.
The Church has a history of invoking “In extremis”
sacramental procedures during emergencies, such as the
bubonic plague and combat. In extremis means “in the
farthest reaches” or “at the point of death.”
In light of our present Covid-19 pandemic, as your
ordained pastoral leader, and because of my great love for
each and every member and friend of the Rush United
Methodist Church, after
great prayer and
discernment, I am invoking
Eucharist in Extremis for
Pentecost Sunday.
Therefore, you may prepare
in your own home a Cup and
Bread for your own
consumption.

On Line Services
We stream live video of all worship services to
YouTube and Facebook Live.
To watch on Facebook, Click: https://
www.facebook.com/rushumc/
To watch on YouTube, Click: https://
www.youtube.com/channel/
UC2CkCxUcHfzi8Uwq3ktE2oQ
To find these links, visit the church website at
www.rushumc.com,
click on “Worship” and
then “Live Stream”.

Rush UMC
Connections
Checking in with
one another three times
a week for prayer,
devotions, assessing
needs, and to coordinate a response to needs.
Tuesdays at 10:00 am and 7:00 pm. For link, go to
www.rushumc.com and click on Events then Calendar,
click on the Zoom link.
Sunday at 1:00 pm for Coffee Hour, bring your own
coffee and cookies! Click on this link:
https://zoom.us/j/597867115
These links can also be accessed from the church
website, www.rushumc.com. Click on the Zoom listing at
the top.
Check the church’s website, www.rushumc.com for
updates and additional online services.
If you know of someone
who does not have internet
access, please let us know.
Call the church office at 585533-2170 or send an email
to
rushumc@rochester.rr.com.
Bulletins and the monthly
newsletter will be mailed to
them if we know of the need.

Cancelled or Postponed Due
to the Coronavirus
All group events and activities at Rush UMC have
been cancelled or postponed until further notice. Worship
Services are available on YouTube Live or Facebook Live
at service times or YouTube
anytime. The church
website, www.rushumc.com,
has information on events
being held on Zoom and
links to live services.
We will let you know as
soon as we can when events
and services will be held
once again.
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Sunday School Lessons
Online!

High School Senior College
Scholarship, High School
and College Graduates

Hello children and families! Sunday school lessons
are available each week through
our church website on the
Children’s Ministry page. Included
with both preschool and school
age lessons are video Bible stories,
games and crafts that the kids can
do at home. Feedback on how well
the lessons are working for you is
always appreciated. If there is
anything that I can help you with,
please let me know!

Each year, Rush United Methodist Church awards a
scholarship for graduating high school seniors who are
pursuing further education at an accredited college or
university. This scholarship is a
way for Rush United Methodist
Church to bless graduates on their
journey of higher education. The
recipient of the scholarship for
2020 will be acknowledged
during worship on a Sunday in
June when Children, Youth, High
School and College Graduates are
being recognized.
The scholarship of $1,000 is
given to a graduating High School
senior who is an active member at
Rush United Methodist Church.
The selection of scholarship recipient is based entirely
on the candidate’s written application. Scholarship
application is available on the church website,
www.rushumc.com under “Links”. The deadline to submit
a completed application via email is Thursday, June 11,
2020.
A Graduate Profile Form
is also on the church website
under “Links”. Please fill out
and email the form or
information about you or
your graduate to
barbking@rochester.rr.com.
The scholarship recipient
and our graduates will be
listed in the July issue of
“His Faithful Followers”.

Children/Youth Sunday Pictures Needed!
Our tribute to teachers and children will take on a
different form this year. I am planning on having a
slideshow to honor all the teachers for their commitment
to teaching the children, youth and adults of our
congregation. If you are a teacher, please send me a photo
that I can use for the slideshow. I am also looking for
pictures of the children to show what they have been
doing since we last met.
If you could get those to
me by June 7, that
would be appreciated. I
will look at doing any
other formal
presentations (including
Bibles for 3rd graders)
when we resume in
person worship.
Alethea Coulter,
Children’s Ministry Director
acoulter@rochester.rr.com

Jerusalem Fund

Worship Team Planning
Meeting

Between March 26 and May 19, 2020, the Jerusalem
Fund was able to come to the assistance of four financially
vulnerable individuals or families in our congregation.
$5,250.00 has been paid out in $250.00 increments on a
weekly basis to those who are unemployed or underemployed due to the current pandemic. These gifts have
been life savers, especially filling the gap before
Unemployment Insurance begins or when unanticipated
or overwhelming expenses occur.
The Jerusalem Fund is an off-budget, Pastor
Discretionary Account that is funded by your generous,
designated gifts. The
balance of the Jerusalem
Fund on May 20, 2020
is $4,499.69. If you are
in need, or become
aware of a need, please
speak with Pastor Todd.
Thank you for your
contributions. We will
pull through this
stronger, and together.

All interested parties are welcome to join our Worship
Team in planning our Summer Worship schedule. We will
meet by Zoom meeting on Monday, June 8, 2020 at 7:00
pm. Join the meeting at: https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/82539369735?
pwd=aE5Femp4UVVScmpiQlJRNEU0SDRsdz09,
Meeting ID: 825 3936 9735, Password: 887829. For
phone access call: 1-646-558-8656; Meeting ID: 825
3936 9735, Password: 887829.
Pastor Todd has made
available a draft worship
plan to guide the
discussion. See or email
Barb in the church office if
you would like a copy.
Bring your creativity,
passion, and excellence to
the table!
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Mission and Outreach
Report

PromiseLand Golf
Tournament

“I’ve known Christians who seemed to believe that all
that God wanted from them was to go to church, to pray,
to read their Bibles, and refrain from doing evil. But
throughout Scripture we find that God calls us to do good,
to practice justice, kindness, and love. When we fail to do
these things, our worship and other acts of devotion are
worthless to God.
“The Walk: Five Essential Practices of the Christian
Life” by Adam Hamilton is a book our Sunday School class
just finished. It is about five essential practices of the
Christian life, worship and prayer, study, serving, giving,
and sharing.
How do we practice these during a worldwide
pandemic?
We are fortunate to have various options to worship
and pray – streaming of Sunday morning services and
Zoom gatherings for study and prayer. I encourage you to
take advantage of this means of being in touch with one
another. Pastor Hamilton says we are meant to be a living
hallelujah.
Perhaps we have more time for study during this time.
Maybe you have books on your shelf you can find time to
read during this time of social distancing.
Our options for service are greatly limited. I am
unable to travel to South Africa to deliver supplies and
gifts to Zululand Hospice and the orphanage. Super Sale is
on hold, we are unable to visit homebound friends and
enjoy family gatherings. We can continue to call, send
emails, cards, etc. Our prayers are needed for those who are
suffering during this time.
Giving is still an option for those of us who have not
taken the economic hit of losing our jobs. RHAFT needs
canned chicken, hearty soups, etc. Many have responded
to covering the loss of funds from the spaghetti dinner for
PromiseLand. The Jerusalem Fund needs on-going
contributions to fill the need of those who are hurting
financially. RUMC needs our on-going support. “Jesus
makes clear that our relationship with money can either
sabotage our spiritual life or deepen and support it.” AH
The fifth practice is share.
Adam asks, “How is your church
thought of by the people in your
community?” I once read that we
should not claim success of a
church by growth in numbers,
rather in how we impact our
community for the good.
May this huge disruption in
our normal lives be a time of
learning to walk with Jesus with
intention.

After much consideration, the
PromiseLand board has decided to
cancel th e Golf Tour n am ent
this year. At this time, there are just
too many variables that we cannot
predict to make this a successful
fundraising event. We hope to
resume the Golf Tournament next
summer.
As the golf tournament serves
as one of our major fundraisers assisting with the
daycare’s operating costs, if you would like to make a
donation to PromiseLand, it will be gratefully accepted.
Thank you again for your support! If you have any
questions, please let Kellianne Williams know.

To the Choir:
Thank you for sharing your time and talents for the
past year. Even though we were interrupted, I so
appreciate your support of the music ministry. Eventually
we will see each other, and may even be able to hug each
other. In the
meantime, stay safe. If
you are able to return
your music to church
and launder your choir
robe over the summer,
that would be helpful.
Blessings,
Judy

PromiseLand Auction
Thank you to everyone who bid and donated for the
auction this year. Thanks to your support, we made over
$4,000.00! This support is so important and appreciated
always, but especially in these uncertain times. A special
big thank you to Bill Stambaugh for organizing and
reaching out to people for donations and bids. We could
not do the auction without you. In addition, we would like
to thank Barb Kingsley for getting pictures on to the
website and
keeping it updated.
I continue to be
overwhelmed and
blessed by the
support the church
has shown for
PromiseLand
ministry. Thank
you!

Erma Perkins,
ermaperkins@me.com
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Happy Birthday

Thank You

Jean Banker turns 95 on
Sunday, May 31. Cards and
phone calls would be greatly
appreciated, especially during
this time of social distancing.
Her address is: 1445 Rush
Henrietta TL Rd., Rush, NY
14543. She and Walt are both
doing very well.

A huge thank you to Pam (Barrett) Spiteri for
designing, making and donating the useful and beautiful
table coverings for the buffet tables in the dining room.
Also to Gayle Barrett for her assistance. They very nicely
cover the storage of
tables underneath
while allowing the
tables to be easily
accessible. They are a
nice addition to our
dining room.

Spring Is Here!

Rush Tidings
What is Rush Tidings?

message. A simple “reply” command will send your reply
to rushumcnews@rochester.rr.com.
Please inform us of changes to your e-mail address. If
you think you aren’t receiving messages, please send an email to rushumcnews@rochester.rr.com to check.

Rush Tidings is an e-mail list for communicating joys,
prayer concerns, church related announcements, events,
and closings to the members and friends of Rush Church.
It is the primary weekday source for information.

How do I send a Message to Rush Tidings?

What is the purpose of Rush Tidings?

You can send e-mail messages to
rushumcnews@rochester.rr.com. The list is managed by
the staff of Rush Church. Messages are sent out to all on
the list as soon as practical.
Please sign your messages so that it is clear who is
sending each message. Sometimes the e-mail address that
is automatically listed does not make it clear who the
author is.
Simple is better. Messages containing pictures,
animations, other complex graphics and attachments will
not be sent, since many of these are seen as spam by virus
checkers and will
end up in junk mail.

The purpose of Rush Tidings is to build up the
community of faith called Rush Church. This is done
through the sharing of prayer requests, both joys and
concerns, and the communication of information about
ongoing life and ministry of the church. All
communication should be rooted in our shared Christian
faith in which Christ commands us to love one another.
That love should be evident in what goes out on Rush
Tidings.
How do I receive Rush Tidings?
You can put your email address on the Welcome Card
with a request to be included in Rush Tidings or send an
email to rushumcnews@rochester.rr.com with your email
address. We would like to have all who have access to
email be included.

Rush Tidings
has been in
existence for about
20 years. Thank you
for helping to make
this part of our
ministry!

All messages are sent to everyone on the list.
If you want to send a personal reply to a message,
make sure to check the email address before you send the
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Thank You

Rush United Methodist

Thank you to everyone who dug through their sewing
baskets, stashes and drawers and
brought thread to church! Your
generosity made it possible for me
to continue my sewing projects. I
look forward to the day when little
things we didn’t realize we needed
are available again.

Analysis of Revenues &
Expenses Summary Actual
April 2020
Accounts

MTD
Actual

YTD Actual

Budget To
Date

(This Year)

(This Year)

(This Year)

Judy

Bereavement
Family and friends of Joanne Babcock
Family and friends of Pastor Todd’s friend and mentor,
Eric Davis
Family and friends of Janet Fitts
Kathy Kingsley and family, death of her grandmother
Family and friends of Bob McHale
Louise Miller and family death of her aunt, Mary Stanton
at 102
Michael Porter and family,
death of his brother-in-law
Family and friends of Liam
Ronan
Julia Varble and family,
death of Julia’s mother
Those who mourn in Nova
Scotia
Those in the world who have
passed from complications of the Coronavirus

Revenues
Other Income

$,504.83

$2,767.57

$2,198.34

$26,669.30

$104,690.97

$87,702.00

$8,497.26

$8,497.26

$29,265.03

$115,955.80

$98,397.46

$5,341.06

$20,515.38

$13,720.32

Education

$285.00

$502.85

$1,266.00

Insurance

$0.00

$2,395.38

$2,800.00

(1) Mission

$0.00

$5,470.50

$14,888.00

$1,028.56

$3,813.36

$5,857.64

$4,209.24

$19,116.96

$18,999.99

Lay – Salaries

$5,769.32

$26,637.42

$26,829.40

Clergy Benefits

$2,514.34

$11,452.57

$11,725.00

Ministry Team
Expenses

$87.99

$831.79

$1,418.32

Other Program
Expenses

$119.50

$509.83

$633.32

$2,398.74

$10,064.52

$7,583.36

($2,500.00)

($2,500.01)

$0.00

Total Expenses

$19,253.75

$98,810.55

$105,721.35

Net Total

$10,011.28

$17,145.25

($7,323.89)

Offerings

P/L Expense
$2,090.90
Reimbursement
Total Revenues
Expenses
Building &
Grounds

Office
Expenses
Clergy Salaries

Utilities
PromiseLand

1.

Praises
Adeline, 2nd birthday
Jean Banker’s 95th birthday is May 31
Chris and Linda Chamot’s 33rd Wedding Anniversary
Jordan Gay’s engagement to Carolanne
Larry, successful surgery, prayers for a complete recovery
Ethan Williams’ 6th birthday, May 24
Rhys Williams’ 9th birthday, May
29
Those who are picking up
groceries, prescriptions, mail
for those not going out
Approval of and receipt of funds
from Payroll Protection
Program Loan
June Birthdays and Anniversaries

Shared Ministries
37.50% paid to end of
April
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Prayer Concerns
Ben Cuatt, healing of his broken ankle
Gilroy Family
Kay, at the end of life and in pain and her family
Merle, in ICU, and family waiting for test results
Mike, dying of cancer
Norm Miller
Peter’s cousin, Kara, chemotherapy for breast cancer
Delores Shepherd and her daughter, Paula Bush
E-Na Song, Immigration Status
Dick and Cindy’s neighbor, suffering from cancer
Those going to parks
Relaxation of restrictions
Small Businesses
Those laid off or facing unemployment or
underemployment
Young people, children and youth lacking social
interactions
Family members not able to visit those in the hospitals,
nursing homes
Hospital and Nursing Home Staff – stay healthy and
strong to tend to the needs of patients and residents
All those in isolation, including Gary’s father and Owen
Bowman
Help us all to remember that in these times as always
Jesus is with us, we’re not alone
Inability to visit family and friends
Adult children, neighbors, and friends helping with
delivery of groceries and medicine
The inequality of the delivery of health care due to
cultural differences, the under-served
Those who cut our hair, do home repair
For those who suffer in silence, please be with them and
bless them with strength
Prayers for our youth to find themselves and God in the
process
Families affected by Alzheimer’s
Families affected by cancer
Students and teachers
Keep remembering the school kids and help find solutions
to the violence
Parents of New Drivers
All those struggling and affected by fires, flooding and
hurricanes and who find themselves homeless or lost
within this world
Those looking for employment
Summer Church Camps, suspended for the summer due
to pandemic
PromiseLand Childcare ministry: our children, families,
staff, and leaders
Super Sale now and future
Our homebound and ill
Elderly parents, youth, teens, young adults, those
suffering from chronic pain, mental health problems
depression and addiction
Our children, youth and church family
For all marriages and families
Violence in places of Worship
Those who life has changed: death of loved one,
relationships broken, families separated; give them love,
courage and strength
Our Bishop and clergy leaders
Council of Bishops
Church worldwide is under attack; help God save your
people

Campus Ministries
Church finances
The United Methodist Church
Ministry at The Pillar
All Volunteers who go on Missions
UMCOR
Friends serving in hospice and orphanage in South Africa
Refugee resettlement project and resettlement families
RHAFT and FISH
A Meal & More Soup Kitchen and homeless served by
them
South Africa – Musa weNkosi and Zululand
Staff and Young Men at State School at Industry
Haiti and Government leaders; root out corruption, bring
about justice, lessen poverty
Government Leaders
Peace, stability in Venezuela
Justice to flow down like water in the US, Syria, South
Sudan, Middle East
Victims of terrorism and survivors of world violence
Injustice in the USA
City of Rochester
RCSD and Board
International Students
Members in Military, especially those in Kuwait
Those who are incarcerated
People with disabilities, anxiety disorders, depression,
addictions
For people to get along and not be so divided in America!!
Colleges around the country
Those among our family who are homebound or in senior
living facilities:
Ruth Baldoni
Jean and Walt Banker
Don Barrett
Kathy Belik
Rose Bock
Mary Anne Brice
Trudy Corio
Craig Crowell
Charis Davis
Alberta Greer
Jim Hughes
Meg Kinnally
Delores Sheppard
Helen Skibinski
Marge Weather
Bill Wood
Members of our armed forces and reserves, especially
those associated with our church family:
Phillip Banker
Jason Bello
Ryan Blood
Jon Cannioto
Ben Frederick
Christian Koch
Michael Kurvach
Steven Kurvach
Jason McKnight
Isaiah Montana
James Rice
Sgt. Joseph Sarmiento
Bryan Simpson
Matthew Simpson
Marcus Sydow
Aaron Yager
Please help the church staff keep the prayer list current by
informing us of any changes.
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RUSH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
6200 RUSH LIMA ROAD
PO BOX 49
RUSH NY 14543-0049

Revised Sunday Worship
and Programs
8:30AM - Traditional Worship Service:
YouTube Live, Facebook Live
10:45AM - Informal Worship Service:
YouTube Live, Facebook Live
1:00PM - Coffee and Fellowship Time Rush
UMC
Connections:
Zoom Video
5:00PM - Youth Group
Meeting:
GroupMe
Leadership Ministry Team Meeting
this month via Zoom Video:
Saturday, June 13 at 8:30AM
Your comments and suggestions are always
welcome via email to
rushumc@rochester.rr.com or
toddgoddard@gmail.com or visit a Tuesday or
Sunday RUMC Connections via Zoom
Go to www.rushumc.com for times and links

How to Reach Us
Church Telephone:
Church Fax:
PromiseLand Telephone:
Web Site:
Email Address:
Rush Tidings Address:

585-533-2170
585-533-1978
585-533-2475
www.rushumc.com
rushumc@rochester.rr.com
rushumcnews@rochester.rr.com

Ministers: ......................................... Every Member of the Congregation
Pastor: ........................................................................ Rev. Todd Goddard
Director of Youth Ministries: ............................................ Peter Lagueras
Administrative Assistant:.............................................. Barbara Kingsley
................................. Office Hours: 9:00AM - 4:00PM Monday - Friday
Director of Children’s Ministries: ....................................Alethea Coulter
Director of PromiseLand Childcare: ......................... Kellianne Williams
Chancel Choir Directors: .............. Judy Blachowicz, Kellianne Williams
Accompanist: ............................................................................ E-Na Song
Nursery Care Supervisor: ........................................... Katelynn Lagueras
Worship and Praise Band Coordinator: ........................... Steve Williams
Leadership Team: ................... Erin Bills, Chris Chamot, Jim Comstock,
.......................................Todd Goddard, Tanya Hunt, Geoffrey Furman,
...................................... Lyn Kessler, Cindy Wallace, Lynda Wanzenried

“His Faithful Followers” is a monthly publication of the Rush United Methodist Church; 6200 Rush Lima
Road; PO Box 49; Rush, NY 14543-0049; Pastor: Todd Goddard; Editor: Barb Kingsley; Deadline for articles
to be included in the July 2020 issue is Thursday, June 18, 2020.
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