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Draft Worship Outline
January, 2023 - July, 2023, Year A
The Rush United Methodist Church
https://www.rushumc.com/

The Rev. Todd R. Goddard, Pastor

Prayer, reading, and reflection has led to this bare-bones preliminary draft
worship plan for January, 2023 to July, 2023. It is an insight to where God
is leading us.

Allow this draft serve as a foundation for a collaborative effort to organize
and lead every worship service with creative excellence. Review, make
notes, edit, and use as you see fit with my thanks.

Listen for God to speak. Discern God’s will. Share the Spirit’s direction.

A Worship Team planning meeting via Zoom will be held Tuesday, January
3, 2023 at 7:00 pm. Connection information will be sent out to the
established list of worship leaders. Invite others and share the links, as you
see fit.

Erma and Leon are seeking volunteers to take Holy Communion the first
Sunday of each month to our elderly shut-in members and friends. Contact
them if you would like to volunteer.

Thanks to Alethea for arranging for families to provide the Gospel readings,
and, thanks to Wendy for contributing children messages! Thank you to
Cindy Gray for organizing Communion Stewards while Erin and Dave are
on extended vacation.

Thank you for your faithful service!

January 1, 2023
Eighth Day of Christmas (White)

Isaiah 63:7-9, Psalm 148, Hebrews 2:10-18, Matthew 2:13-23

Matthew 2:13-23
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Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream
and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and
remain there until | tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to
destroy him.” Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night,
and went to Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to
fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt
| have called my son.”

When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was
infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem
who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had learned
from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the
prophet Jeremiah: “A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud
lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be consoled,
because they are no more.”

When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to
Joseph in Egypt and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to
the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.”
Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of
Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of
his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a
dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. There he made his home in a
town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets
might be fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazorean.”

Notes:
Single Service: 9:30 am
Winter set on the chancel

January 6, 2022 (Friday)
Epiphany of the Lord (White)

January 8, 2023
1st Sunday Following the Epiphany / Baptism of the Lord (White)
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Isaiah 42:1-9, Psalm 29, Acts 10:34-43, Matthew 3:13-17

Matthew 3:13-17

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by
him. John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you,
and do you come to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it
is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented.
And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water,
suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said,
“This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom | am well pleased.”

Guest Preacher / Celebrant: Padraic Collins-Bohrer

Notes:

January 12, 2023

Rush/Henrietta Martin Luther King, Jr Interfaith Celebration
7:00 pm

St. Marian Cope at Guardian Angels Roman Catholic Church

Keynote Speaker: Angela D. Sims, President, Colgate Rochester Crozer
Divinity School

Notes: Pastor Todd to provide video welcome

January 15, 2023
2" Sunday Following the Epiphany (Green)

Isaiah 49:1-7, Psalm 40:1-111, Corinthians 1:1-9, John 1:29-42

John 1:29-42
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The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! This is he of whom |
said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was
before me.” | myself did not know him; but | came baptizing with water for
this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.” And John testified, “| saw
the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. |
myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water
said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one
who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” And | myself have seen and have
testified that this is the Son of God.” The next day John again was standing
with two of his disciples, and as he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed,
“Look, here is the Lamb of God!”

The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. When Jesus
turned and saw them following, he said to them, “What are you looking for?”
They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where are
you staying?” He said to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw where
he was staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about four
o’clock in the afternoon. One of the two who heard John speak and
followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. He first found his brother
Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is translated
Anointed). He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, “You
are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas” (which is translated
Peter).

Notes: Our District Superintendent, the Rev. Ted Anderson, will be leading
worship. Sermon title: "Come and see!”
Human Relations Day special offering

January 22, 2023
34 Sunday Following the Epiphany (Green)

Isaiah 9:1-4, Psalm 27:1, 4-9, 1 Corinthians 1:10-18, Matthew 4:12-23

Matthew 4:12-23

Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to
Galilee. He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in
the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what had been spoken through



Page 5 of 35

the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: “Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on
the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— the people
who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and for those who sat in the
region and shadow of death light has dawned.” From that time Jesus began
to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”

As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is
called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they
were fishermen. And he said to them, “Follow me, and | will make you fish
for people.” Immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he went
from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his
brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and
he called them. Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed
him.

Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and

proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and
every sickness among the people.

Notes:

January 29, 2023
4™ Sunday Following the Epiphany (Green)

Micah 6:1-8, Psalm 15, 1 Corinthians 1:18-31, Matthew 5:1-12

Matthew 5:1-12

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat
down, his disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them,
saying:

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. “Blessed
are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. “Blessed are the meek, for
they will inherit the earth. “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, for they will be filled. “Blessed are the merciful, for they will
receive mercy. “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
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“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven. “Blessed are you when people revile you and
persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way
they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

Notes:
Musa weNkosi Orphanage Support Offering

February 5, 2023
5t Sunday Following the Epiphany (Green)

Isaiah 58:1-9a (9b-12), Psalm 112:1-9 (10), 1 Corinthians 2:1-12 (13-16),
Matthew 5:13-20

Matthew 5:13-20

“You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its
saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out
and trampled under foot. “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill
cannot be hid. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket,
but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way,
let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and
give glory to your Father in heaven.

‘Do not think that | have come to abolish the law or the prophets; | have
come not to abolish but to fulfill. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth
pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law
until all is accomplished. Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of
these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called
least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them
will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For | tell you, unless your
righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never
enter the kingdom of heaven.

Notes: the Rev. Padraic Collins-Bohrer will be leading worship

February 12, 2023
6" Sunday Following the Epiphany (Green)
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Scouting Sunday (Alethea checking with Karl Baum and Chris Chamot)

Deuteronomy 30:15-20 or Sirach 15:15-20, Psalm 119:1-81, Corinthians
3:1-9, Matthew 5:21-37

Matthew 5:21-37

“You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall not
murder’; and ‘whoever murders shall be liable to judgment.’ But | say to you
that if you are angry with a brother or sister, you will be liable to judgment;
and if you insult a brother or sister, you will be liable to the council; and if
you say, ‘You fool,” you will be liable to the hell of fire. So when you are
offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that your brother or sister has
something against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be
reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and offer your gift.
Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are on the way to court
with him, or your accuser may hand you over to the judge, and the judge to
the guard, and you will be thrown into prison. Truly | tell you, you will never
get out until you have paid the last penny.

“You have heard that it was said, “You shall not commit adultery.” But | say
to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust has already committed
adultery with her in his heart. If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out
and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of your members than for
your whole body to be thrown into hell. And if your right hand causes you to
sin, cut it off and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of your
members than for your whole body to go into hell. “It was also said,
‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.” But |
say to you that anyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of
unchastity, causes her to commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced
woman commits adultery.

“Again, you have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, “You shall
not swear falsely, but carry out the vows you have made to the Lord.’ But |
say to you, Do not swear at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God,
or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the
great King. And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make one hair
white or black. Let your word be ‘Yes, Yes’ or ‘No, No’; anything more than
this comes from the evil one.
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Notes: the Rev. Penni Farrington, our Genesee Valley District Associate,
will be leading worship

February 19, 2023
Transfiguration of the Lord (White)

Exodus 24:12-18, Psalm 2, Psalm 99, 2 Peter 1:16-21, Matthew 17:1-9
Matthew 17:1-9

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother
John and led them up a high mountain, by themselves. And he was
transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his
clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly there appeared to them
Moses and Elijah, talking with him. Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord,
it is good for us to be here; if you wish, I will make three dwellings
here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” While he was
still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and
from the cloud a voice said, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him
I am well pleased; listen to him!” When the disciples heard this,
they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear. But Jesus came
and touched them, saying, “"Get up and do not be afraid.” And when
they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus himself alone. As
they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no
one about the vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from
the dead.”

Notes:

Lent 2023
February 22 - April 8

Color: Purple, except for Holy Week, which color is black
Please refrain from singing or saying Hallelujah or Alleluia during
the season of Lent.

Tuesday, February 21, 2023
Mardi Gras!
5:30 pm Pancake Dinner




Page 9 of 35

Cindy and Michelle to decorate

Wednesday, February 22, 2023
Ash Wednesday (Black)

6:00 am Ashes to Go (Atrium)
6:30 pm Burning Last Year’s Palms (Outside the Kitchen Door)
7:00 pm Worship and Imposition of Ashes

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17, or Isaiah 58:1-12, Psalm 51:1-17, 2 Corinthians 5:20b-
6:10, Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

“Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by them;
for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven. “So whenever you
give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the
synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly
| tell you, they have received their reward. But when you give alms, do not
let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your alms may
be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to
stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they
may be seen by others. Truly | tell you, they have received their reward. But
whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your
Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

“And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they
disfigure their faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly | tell
you, they have received their reward. But when you fast, put oil on your
head and wash your face, so that your fasting may be seen not by others
but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will
reward you.

“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust
consume and where thieves break in and steal; but store up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where
thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your
heart will be also.
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Notes: Choir to sing an anthem

February 26, 2023
First Sunday of Lent (Purple)

Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7, Psalm 32, Romans 5:12-19, Matthew 4:1-11
Matthew 4:1-11

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by
the devil. He fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was
famished. The tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God,
command these stones to become loaves of bread.” But he answered, “It is
written, ‘One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes
from the mouth of God.”” Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed
him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, “If you are the Son of God,
throw yourself down; for it is written, ‘He will command his angels
concerning you,” and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will
not dash your foot against a stone.” Jesus said to him, “Again it is written,
‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.”” Again, the devil took him to a
very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their
splendor; and he said to him, “All these | will give you, if you will fall down
and worship me.” Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written,
‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.”” Then the devil left him,
and suddenly angels came and waited on him.

Notes: No Holy Communion during Lent (until Maundy Thursday)
Special offering: Musa weNkosi Orphanage

March 5, 2023
Second Sunday of Lent (Purple)

Genesis 12:1-4a, Psalm 121, Romans 4:1-5, 13-17, John 3:1-17, or
Matthew 17:1-9

John 3:1-17

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He
came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a
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teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do
apart from the presence of God.” Jesus answered him, “Very truly, | tell
you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.”
Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old?
Can one enter a second time into the mother's womb and be born?” Jesus
answered, “Very truly, | tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God
without being born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and
what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that | said to you,
‘You must be born from above.’ The wind blows where it chooses, and you
hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it
goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to
him, “How can these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher
of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? “Very truly, | tell you,
we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not
receive our testimony. If | have told you about earthly things and you do not
believe, how can you believe if | tell you about heavenly things? No one has
ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the
Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so
must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have
eternal life. “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.
“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but
in order that the world might be saved through him.

Notes: No Holy Communion during Lent (until Maundy Thursday)

March 12, 2023
Third Sunday in Lent - Daylight Saving Time Begins (Purple)

Exodus 17:1-7, Psalm 95, Romans 5:1-11, John 4:5-42
John 4:5-42

So he came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that
Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired
out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon. A Samaritan
woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” (His
disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to
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him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?”
(Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.) Jesus answered
her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give
me a drink,” you would have asked him, and he would have given you living
water.” The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is
deep. Where do you get that living water? Are you greater than our
ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons and his flocks
drank from it?” Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be
thirsty again, but those who drink of the water that | will give them will never
be thirsty. The water that | will give will become in them a spring of water
gushing up to eternal life.” The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water,
so that | may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.”
Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” The woman
answered him, “l have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in
saying, ‘I have no husband’; for you have had five husbands, and the one
you have now is not your husband. What you have said is true!” The
woman said to him, “Sir, | see that you are a prophet. Our ancestors
worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the place where people must
worship is in Jerusalem.” Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour
is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in
Jerusalem. You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know,
for salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is coming, and is now here,
when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the
Father seeks such as these to worship him. God is spirit, and those who
worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” The woman said to him, ‘I
know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he comes, he
will proclaim all things to us.” Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one who is
speaking to you.”

Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking
with a woman, but no one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you
speaking with her?” Then the woman left her water jar and went back to the
city. She said to the people, “Come and see a man who told me everything |
have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” They left the city and
were on their way to him. Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi,
eat something.” But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you do not
know about.” So the disciples said to one another, “Surely no one has
brought him something to eat?” Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the
will of him who sent me and to complete his work. Do you not say, ‘Four
months more, then comes the harvest’? But | tell you, look around you, and
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see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. The reaper is already receiving
wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may
rejoice together. For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another
reaps.’ | sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have
labored, and you have entered into their labor.” Many Samaritans from that
city believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me
everything | have ever done.” So when the Samaritans came to him, they
asked him to stay with them; and he stayed there two days. And many more
believed because of his word. They said to the woman, “It is no longer
because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves,
and we know that this is truly the Savior of the world.”

Notes: No Holy Communion during Lent (until Maundy Thursday)

March 19, 2023
Fourth Sunday in Lent (Purple)

1 Samuel 16:1-13,Psalm 23, Ephesians 5:8-14, John 9:1-41
John 9:1-41

As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked
him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”
Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born
blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. We must work the
works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can
work. As long as | am in the world, | am the light of the world.” When he had
said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread
the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam”
(which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to
see.

The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to
ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” Some were saying, “It is
he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I
am the man.” But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes
opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my
eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.” Then | went and washed
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and received my sight.” They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “| do not
know.”

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it
was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. Then
the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said
to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then | washed, and now | see.” Some of
the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the
sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such
signs?” And they were divided. So they said again to the blind man, “What
do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a
prophet.” The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received
his sight until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight
and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then
does he now see?” His parents answered, “We know that this is our son,
and that he was born blind; but we do not know how it is that now he sees,
nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak
for himself.” His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for
the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the
Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said,
“He is of age; ask him.” So for the second time they called the man who had
been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man
is a sinner.” He answered, “l do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing
| do know, that though | was blind, now | see.” They said to him, “What did
he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” He answered them, “| have told
you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again?
Do you also want to become his disciples?” Then they reviled him, saying,
“You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has
spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes
from.” The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know
where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God
does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and
obeys his will. Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone
opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this man were not from God, he
could do nothing.” They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and
are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out.

Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said,
‘Do you believe in the Son of Man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell
me, so that | may believe in him.” Jesus said to him, “You have seen him,
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and the one speaking with you is he.” He said, “Lord, | believe.” And he
worshiped him.

Jesus said, “| came into this world for judgment so that those who do not
see may see, and those who do see may become blind.” Some of the
Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are
we?” Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But
now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.

Notes:

March 26, 2023
Fifth Sunday in Lent (Purple)

Ezekiel 37:1-14, Psalm 130, Romans 8:6-11, John 11:1-45
Ezekiel 37:1-14

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of
the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He
led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they
were very dry. He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” | answered,
“O Lord God, you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones,
and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the
Lord God to these bones: | will cause breath to enter you, and you shall
live. | will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and
cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall
know that | am the Lord.” So | prophesied as | had been commanded; and
as | prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came
together, bone to its bone. | looked, and there were sinews on them, and
flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no
breath in them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy,
mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four
winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” |
prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and
they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. Then he said to me,
“Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones
are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” Therefore
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prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: | am going to open
your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and | will
bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that | am the Lord,
when | open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people.
| will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and | will place you on your
own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act,”
says the Lord.

John 11:1-45

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her
sister Martha. Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and
wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent
a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” But when Jesus heard
it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory,
so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” Accordingly, though
Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having heard that
Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. Then
after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” The disciples
said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you
going there again?” Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of
daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see
the light of this world. But those who walk at night stumble, because the
light is not in them.” After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has
fallen asleep, but | am going there to awaken him.” The disciples said to
him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” Jesus, however, had
been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring
merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. For your
sake | am glad | was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to
him.” Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us
also go, that we may die with him.”

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb
four days. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and
many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about
their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and
met him, while Mary stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you

had been here, my brother would not have died. But even now | know that
God will give you whatever you ask of him.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother
will rise again.” Martha said to him, “| know that he will rise again in the
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resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “| am the resurrection and
the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and
everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?”
She said to him, “Yes, Lord, | believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of
God, the one coming into the world.” When she had said this, she went
back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, “The Teacher is here
and is calling for you.” And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went
to him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place
where Martha had met him. The Jews who were with her in the house,
consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her
because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. When
Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to
him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.”

When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also
weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said,
“Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” Jesus
began to weep. So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” But some of
them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept
this man from dying?” Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the
tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. Jesus said, “Take
away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord,
already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” Jesus said
to her, “Did | not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of
God?” So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said,
“Father, | thank you for having heard me. | knew that you always hear me,
but | have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they
may believe that you sent me.” When he had said this, he cried with a loud
voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, his hands and feet
bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to
them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what
Jesus did, believed in him.

Notes: Special Offering - Musa weNkosi Orphanage

April 2, 2023
Palm Sunday - Beginning of Holy Week (White)
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Liturgy of the Palms: Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29, Matthew 21:1-11
Liturgy of the Passion: Isaiah 50:4-9a, Psalm 31:9-16, Philippians 2:5-11,
Matthew 26:14-27:66 or Matthew 27:11-54

Isaiah 50:4-9a

The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that | may know how
to sustain the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens— wakens
my ear to listen as those who are taught. The Lord God has opened my ear,
and | was not rebellious, | did not turn backward. | gave my back to those
who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; | did not
hide my face from insult and spitting. The Lord God helps me; therefore |
have not been disgraced; therefore | have set my face like flint, and | know
that | shall not be put to shame; he who vindicates me is near. Who will
contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let
them confront me. It is the Lord God who helps me; who will declare me
guilty? All of them will wear out like a garment; the moth will eat them up.

Notes: Cantata at the 8:30 am service, Todd to narrate
No Holy Communion during Lent (until Maundy Thursday)
Sermon on the Psalms

Thursday, April 6, 2023
Maundy Thursday (Black)
7:00 pm

Exodus 12:1-4, (5-10), 11-14, Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19, 1 Corinthians 11:23-
26, John 13:1-17, 31b-35

John 13:1-17, 31b-35

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had
come to depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own
who were in the world, he loved them to the end. The devil had already put
it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during
supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands,
and that he had come from God and was going to God, got up from the
table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. Then he
poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe
them with the towel that was tied around him. He came to Simon Peter,
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who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” Jesus answered,
“You do not know now what | am doing, but later you will understand.” Peter
said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless | wash
you, you have no share with me.” Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my
feet only but also my hands and my head!” Jesus said to him, “One who
has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean.
And you are clean, though not all of you.” For he knew who was to betray
him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.” After he had washed
their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to
them, “Do you know what | have done to you? You call me Teacher and
Lord—and you are right, for that is what | am. So if |, your Lord and Teacher,
have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For |
have set you an example, that you also should do as | have done to you.
Very truly, | tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are
messengers greater than the one who sent them. If you know these things,
you are blessed if you do them.

When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been
glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in
him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. Little
children, | am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as | said
to the Jews so now | say to you, ‘Where | am going, you cannot come.’ |
give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as | have
loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know
that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

Notes: Choir Anthem

Friday, April 7, 2023
Good Friday (Black)
7:00 pm

Isaiah 52:13-53:12, Psalm 22, Hebrews 10:16-25, or Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-
9, John 18:1-19:42

John 18:1-19:42
After Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across

the Kidron valley to a place where there was a garden, which he and his
disciples entered. Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place,
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because Jesus often met there with his disciples. So Judas brought a
detachment of soldiers together with police from the chief priests and the
Pharisees, and they came there with lanterns and torches and weapons.
Then Jesus, knowing all that was to happen to him, came forward and
asked them, “Whom are you looking for?” They answered, “Jesus of
Nazareth.” Jesus replied, “| am he.” Judas, who betrayed him, was standing
with them. When Jesus said to them, “l am he,” they stepped back and fell
to the ground. Again he asked them, “Whom are you looking for?” And they
said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus answered, ‘I told you that | am he. So if
you are looking for me, let these men go.” This was to fulfill the word that he
had spoken, “I did not lose a single one of those whom you gave me.” Then
Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it, struck the high priest’s slave, and
cut off his right ear. The slave’s name was Malchus. Jesus said to Peter,
“Put your sword back into its sheath. Am | not to drink the cup that the
Father has given me?” So the soldiers, their officer, and the Jewish police
arrested Jesus and bound him.

First they took him to Annas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the
high priest that year. Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jews that
it was better to have one person die for the people. Simon Peter and
another disciple followed Jesus. Since that disciple was known to the high
priest, he went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, but Peter
was standing outside at the gate. So the other disciple, who was known to
the high priest, went out, spoke to the woman who guarded the gate, and
brought Peter in. The woman said to Peter, “You are not also one of this
man’s disciples, are you?” He said, “| am not.” Now the slaves and the
police had made a charcoal fire because it was cold, and they were
standing around it and warming themselves. Peter also was standing with
them and warming himself. Then the high priest questioned Jesus about his
disciples and about his teaching. Jesus answered, “| have spoken openly to
the world; | have always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all
the Jews come together. | have said nothing in secret. Why do you ask me?
Ask those who heard what | said to them; they know what | said.” When he
had said this, one of the police standing nearby struck Jesus on the face,
saying, “Is that how you answer the high priest?” Jesus answered, “If | have
spoken wrongly, testify to the wrong. But if | have spoken rightly, why do
you strike me?” Then Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest.
Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. They asked him,
“You are not also one of his disciples, are you?” He denied it and said, “I
am not.” One of the slaves of the high priest, a relative of the man whose
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ear Peter had cut off, asked, “Did | not see you in the garden with him?”
Again Peter denied it, and at that moment the cock crowed.

Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate’s headquarters. It was early
in the morning. They themselves did not enter the headquarters, so as to
avoid ritual defilement and to be able to eat the Passover. So Pilate went
out to them and said, “What accusation do you bring against this man?”
They answered, “If this man were not a criminal, we would not have handed
him over to you.” Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and judge him
according to your law.” The Jews replied, “We are not permitted to put
anyone to death.” (This was to fulfill what Jesus had said when he indicated
the kind of death he was to die.) Then Pilate entered the headquarters
again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?”
Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about
me?” Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am |? Your own nation and the chief
priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?” Jesus
answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this
world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to
the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.” Pilate asked him, “So
you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that | am a king. For this | was
born, and for this | came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who
belongs to the truth listens to my voice.” Pilate asked him, “What is truth?”
After he had said this, he went out to the Jews again and told them, “| find
no case against him. But you have a custom that | release someone for you
at the Passover. Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?”
They shouted in reply, “Not this man, but Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a
bandit.

Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. And the soldiers wove a
crown of thorns and put it on his head, and they dressed him in a purple
robe. They kept coming up to him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and
striking him on the face. Pilate went out again and said to them, “Look, | am
bringing him out to you to let you know that | find no case against him.” So
Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate
said to them, “Here is the man!” When the chief priests and the police saw
him, they shouted, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Take him
yourselves and crucify him; | find no case against him.” The Jews answered
him, “We have a law, and according to that law he ought to die because he
has claimed to be the Son of God.” Now when Pilate heard this, he was
more afraid than ever. He entered his headquarters again and asked Jesus,
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“Where are you from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. Pilate therefore said
to him, “Do you refuse to speak to me? Do you not know that | have power
to release you, and power to crucify you?” Jesus answered him, “You would
have no power over me unless it had been given you from above; therefore
the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.” From then on
Pilate tried to release him, but the Jews cried out, “If you release this man,
you are no friend of the emperor. Everyone who claims to be a king sets
himself against the emperor.” When Pilate heard these words, he brought
Jesus outside and sat on the judge’s bench at a place called The Stone
Pavement, or in Hebrew Gabbatha. Now it was the day of Preparation for
the Passover; and it was about noon. He said to the Jews, “Here is your
King!” They cried out, “Away with him! Away with him! Crucify him!” Pilate
asked them, “Shall | crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, “We
have no king but the emperor.”

Then he handed him over to them to be crucified. So they took Jesus; and
carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what is called The Place of the
Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. There they crucified him, and
with him two others, one on either side, with Jesus between them.

Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the cross. It read, “Jesus of
Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” Many of the Jews read this inscription,
because the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was
written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. Then the chief priests of the Jews
said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but, ‘This man said, |
am King of the Jews.”” Pilate answered, “What | have written | have written.”
When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided
them into four parts, one for each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the
tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from the top. So they said to one
another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see who will get it.” This
was to fulfill what the scripture says, “They divided my clothes among
themselves, and for my clothing they cast lots.” And that is what the
soldiers did. Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother,
and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.
When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing
beside her, he said to his mother, “Woman, here is your son.” Then he said
to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” And from that hour the disciple took
her into his own home. After this, when Jesus knew that all was now
finished, he said (in order to fulfill the scripture), “I am thirsty.” A jar full of
sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full of the wine on a
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branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth. When Jesus had received the
wine, he said, “ltis finished.” Then he bowed his head and gave up his
spirit.

Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did not want the bodies left on
the cross during the sabbath, especially because that sabbath was a day of
great solemnity. So they asked Pilate to have the legs of the crucified men
broken and the bodies removed. Then the soldiers came and broke the legs
of the first and of the other who had been crucified with him. But when they
came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his
legs. Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once
blood and water came out. (He who saw this has testified so that you also
may believe. His testimony is true, and he knows that he tells the truth.)
These things occurred so that the scripture might be fulfilled, “None of his
bones shall be broken.” And again another passage of scripture says,
“They will look on the one whom they have pierced.”

After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus,
though a secret one because of his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him
take away the body of Jesus. Pilate gave him permission; so he came and
removed his body. Nicodemus, who had at first come to Jesus by night,
also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a
hundred pounds. They took the body of Jesus and wrapped it with the
spices in linen cloths, according to the burial custom of the Jews. Now there
was a garden in the place where he was crucified, and in the garden there
was a new tomb in which no one had ever been laid. And so, because it
was the Jewish day of Preparation, and the tomb was nearby, they laid
Jesus there.

Notes: Extinguishing candles, descending light, 15 or 16 readers, get
volunteers when they walk in the door.

April 9, 2023
Easter! The Resurrection of the Lord (White)

*Acts 10:34-43 or Jeremiah 31:1-6, Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24, Colossians 3:1-4
or Acts 10:34-43, John 20:1-18 or Matthew 28:1-10

Matthew 28:1-10
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After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly there
was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven,
came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like
lightning, and his clothing white as snow. For fear of him the guards shook
and became like dead men. But the angel said to the women, “Do not be
afraid; | know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not
here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay.
Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead,
and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This
is my message for you.” So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great
joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said,
“Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped
him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to
go to Galilee; there they will see me.”

Notes: Sing Hallelujah!
Memorial Flowers for Easter

April 16, 2023
Second Sunday of Easter (White)

Acts 2:14a, 22-32, Psalm 16, 1 Peter 1:3-9, John 20:19-31
1 Peter 1:3-9

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great
mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that is
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who are
being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to
be revealed in the last time.

In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer
various trials, so that the genuineness of your faith—being more precious
than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in
praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. Although you
have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now,
you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, for
you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.
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Notes:

April 23, 2023
Third Sunday of Easter (White)

Acts 2:14a, 36-41, Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19, 1 Peter 1:17-23, Luke 24:13-35
1 Peter 1:17-23

If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according
to their deeds, live in reverent fear during the time of your exile. You know
that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your ancestors,
not with perishable things like silver or gold, but with the precious blood of
Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. He was destined before
the foundation of the world, but was revealed at the end of the ages for your
sake. Through him you have come to trust in God, who raised him from the
dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are set on God. Now
that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you
have genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from the heart. You
have been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through
the living and enduring word of God.

Notes:

Friday, April 28, 2023
Diversity Celebration for the Towns of Rush and Henrietta, 4-7pm.

April 30, 2023
Fourth Sunday of Easter (White)

Acts 2:42-47, Psalm 23, 1 Peter 2:19-25, John 10:1-10
1 Peter 2:19-25

For it is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while
suffering unjustly. If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what
credit is that? But if you endure when you do right and suffer for it, you have
God’s approval. For to this you have been called, because Christ also
suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his
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steps. “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.” When
he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not
threaten; but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. He himself
bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live
for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. For you were
going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and
guardian of your souls.

Notes: Special Offering - Musa weNkosi Orphanage

May 7, 2023
Fifth Sunday of Easter (White)

Acts 7:55-60, Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16, 1 Peter 2:2-10, John 14:1-14
1 Peter 2:2-10

Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may
grow into salvation— if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.

Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and
precious in God’s sight, and like living stones, let yourselves be built into a
spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture: “See, |
am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and
whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” To you then who believe,
he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone that the
builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” and “A stone
that makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble
because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. But you are a
chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order
that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of
darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you
are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have
received mercy.

Notes:

May 14, 2023
Sixth Sunday of Easter - Mother’s Day (White)
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Acts 17:22-31,Psalm 66:8-20, 1 Peter 3:13-22, John 14:15-21

Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if you
do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they
fear, and do not be intimidated, but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord.
Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you
an accounting for the hope that is in you;

yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so
that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct
in Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if
suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil.

For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the
unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh,
but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went and made a proclamation
to the spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey, when God waited
patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few,
that is, eight persons, were saved through water.

And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt
from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right
hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.

Notes: Men to host a brunch between services. Steve and Cindy to get it
going. Carnations to women.

May 21, 2023
Seventh Sunday of Easter (White)

Acts 1:6-14, Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35, 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11, John 17:1-11
1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among
you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. But
rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also
be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. If you are reviled for
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the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the
Spirit of God, is resting on you. Humble yourselves therefore under the
mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due time. Cast all your
anxiety on him, because he cares for you.

Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the
devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. Resist him, steadfast
in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are
undergoing the same kinds of suffering.

And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has
called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support,
strengthen, and establish you. To him be the power forever and ever.
Amen.

Notes:

May 28, 2023
Pentecost (Red)

Acts 2:1-21 or Numbers 11:24-30, Psalm 104:24-34, 35b, 1 Corinthians
12:3b-13 or Acts 2:1-21, John 20:19-23, or John 7:37-39

Acts 2:1-21

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.
And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent
wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues,
as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All
of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other
languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in
Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered,
because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each.
Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking
Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native
language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia,
Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt
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and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both
Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear
them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” All were amazed and
perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” But others
sheered and said, “They are filled with new wine.”

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them,
“‘Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and
listen to what | say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is
only nine o’clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken through the
prophet Joel: ‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that | will pour out my
Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and
your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams.
Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days | will pour out
my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And | will show portents in the heaven
above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. The
sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming
of the Lord’s great and glorious day. Then everyone who calls on the nhame
of the Lord shall be saved.’

John 7:37-39

On the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was standing
there, he cried out, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, and let the one
who believes in me drink. As the scripture has said, ‘Out of the believer’'s
heart shall flow rivers of living water.” Now he said this about the Spirit,
which believers in him were to receive; for as yet there was no Spirit,
because Jesus was not yet glorified.

John 20:19-23

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of
the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews,
Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he
said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with
you. As the Father has sent me, so | send you.” When he had said this, he
breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive
the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are
retained.”
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Notes: Special Offering - Musa weNkosi Orphanage
Red tee shirts, put on sale the first of April. Order shirts first of March.

June 4, 2023
Trinity Sunday (White)

Genesis 1:1-2:4a, Psalm 8, 2 Corinthians 13:11-13, Matthew 28:16-20
Matthew 28:16-20

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus
had directed them. When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some
doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that | have commanded you.
And remember, | am with you always, to the end of the age.”

Notes:

June 11, 2023
Proper 5, Second Sunday after Pentecost (Green)
Children’s Sunday

Genesis 12:1-9, Psalm 33:1-12, Hosea 5:15-6:6, Psalm 50:7-15, Romans
4:13-25, Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26

Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26

As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax
booth; and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and followed him.
And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and sinners came
and were sitting with him and his disciples. When the Pharisees saw this,
they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors
and sinners?” But when he heard this, he said, “Those who are well have
no need of a physician, but those who are sick. Go and learn what this
means, ‘| desire mercy, not sacrifice.” For | have come to call not the
righteous but sinners.”
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While he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader of the
synagogue came in and knelt before him, saying, “My daughter has just
died; but come and lay your hand on her, and she will live.” And Jesus got
up and followed him, with his disciples. Then suddenly a woman who had
been suffering from hemorrhages for twelve years came up behind him and
touched the fringe of his cloak, for she said to herself, “If | only touch his
cloak, | will be made well.” Jesus turned, and seeing her he said, “Take
heart, daughter; your faith has made you well.” And instantly the woman
was made well. When Jesus came to the leader’s house and saw the flute
players and the crowd making a commotion, he said, “Go away; for the girl
is not dead but sleeping.” And they laughed at him. But when the crowd had
been put outside, he went in and took her by the hand, and the girl got up.
And the report of this spread throughout that district.

Notes: Teachers recognized, children participate in all parts of the service.

June 18, 2023
Proper 6, Third Sunday after Pentecost (Green)
Father’s Day

Genesis 18:1-15, (21:1-7), Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19, Exodus 19:2-8a, Psalm
100, Romans 5:1-8, Matthew 9:35-10:8, (9-23)

Matthew 9:35-10:8, (9-23)

Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their
synagogues, and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and curing
every disease and every sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had
compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like
sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is
plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to
send out laborers into his harvest.”

Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over
unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every
sickness. These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also
known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his
brother John; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax
collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the Cananaean,
and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him.



Page 32 of 35

These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Go nowhere
among the Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, but go rather to
the lost sheep of the house of Israel. As you go, proclaim the good news,
‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ Cure the sick, raise the dead,
cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. You received without payment; give
without payment. Take no gold, or silver, or copper in your belts, no bag for
your journey, or two tunics, or sandals, or a staff; for laborers deserve their
food. Whatever town or village you enter, find out who in it is worthy, and
stay there until you leave. As you enter the house, greet it. If the house is
worthy, let your peace come upon it; but if it is not worthy, let your peace
return to you. If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake
off the dust from your feet as you leave that house or town. Truly | tell you,
it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of
judgment than for that town.

“‘See, | am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves; so be wise
as serpents and innocent as doves. Beware of them, for they will hand you
over to councils and flog you in their synagogues; and you will be dragged
before governors and kings because of me, as a testimony to them and the
Gentiles. When they hand you over, do not worry about how you are to
speak or what you are to say; for what you are to say will be given to you at
that time; for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking
through you. Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child, and
children will rise against parents and have them put to death; and you will
be hated by all because of my name. But the one who endures to the end
will be saved. When they persecute you in one town, flee to the next; for
truly | tell you, you will not have gone through all the towns of Israel before
the Son of Man comes.

Notes: Juneteenth is celebrated the following Monday, June 19t.
Brunch between services. Cindy to organize.

June 25, 2023

Proper 7, Fourth Sunday after Pentecost (Green)

Single 9:30 am Summer worship starting, running through September 3.
Recognition of Graduates and award scholarship

Genesis 21:8-21, Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17, Jeremiah 20:7-13, Psalm 69:7-10,
(11-15), 16-18, Romans 6:1b-11, Matthew 10:24-39
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Matthew 10:24-39

“A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master; it is
enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the master.
If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will
they malign those of his household! “So have no fear of them; for nothing is
covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing secret that will not
become known. What | say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you
hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. Do not fear those who kill the
body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and
body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them
will fall to the ground apart from your Father. And even the hairs of your
head are all counted. So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many
sparrows. “Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, | also
will acknowledge before my Father in heaven; but whoever denies me
before others, | also will deny before my Father in heaven. “Do not think
that | have come to bring peace to the earth; | have not come to bring
peace, but a sword. For | have come to set a man against his father, and a
daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-
law; and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household. Whoever
loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever
loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever does
not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Those who find
their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.

Notes: Special Offering - Musa weNkosi Orphanage

July 2, 2023
Proper 8, Fifth Sunday after Pentecost (Green)
Single 9:30 am Summer worship starting, running through September 3rd.

Genesis 22:1-14, Psalm 13, Jeremiah 28:5-9, Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18,
Romans 6:12-23, Matthew 10:40-42

Matthew 10:40-42
“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me

welcomes the one who sent me. Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name
of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes a
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righteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward
of the righteous; and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of
these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly | tell you, none of these will
lose their reward.”

Notes:
July 9, 2023

Proper 9, Sixth Sunday after Pentecost (Green)
Single 9:30 am Summer worship starting, running through September 3rd.

Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67, Psalm 45:10-17 or Song of Solomon 2:8-
13, Zechariah 9:9-12, Psalm 145:8-14, Romans 7:15-25a, Matthew 11:16-
19, 25-30

Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

“But to what will | compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the
marketplaces and calling to one another, ‘We played the flute for you, and
you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.” For John came
neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; the Son of Man
came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a
friend of tax collectors and sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicated by her
deeds.”

At that time Jesus said, “l thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and
have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will.
All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows
the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son
and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. “Come to me, all you
that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and | will give you rest.
Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for | am gentle and humble in
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my
burden is light.”

Notes:
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++++++++++++++
Looking ahead in 2023:

- February 21: Mardi Gras

- February 22: Ash Wednesday

- February 22-April 1: Lent

- March 12: Daylight Saving Time starts

- March 17: St. Patrick’s Day

- April 2: Palm Sunday

- April 2-8: Holy Week

- April 6: Maundy Thursday

- April 7: Good Friday

- April 9: Easter Sunday

- April 9-May 21: Easter

- May 28: Pentecost

- June 4: Trinity Sunday

Notes:

Pastor Todd on Vacation: January 6 -15, 2023
Pastor Todd out on Medical Leave: February 3-18, 2023

References:

Jean and Alexander Heard Library, Vanderbilt Divinity School
lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu



