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Draft Worship Outline

September, 2022, Year C - January, 2023, Year A
The Rush United Methodist Church
https://www.rushumc.com/

The Rev. Todd R. Goddard, Pastor

Prayer, reading, and reflection has led to this bare-bones preliminary draft
worship plan for September, 2022 to January, 2023. It is an insight to where
God is leading us.

Allow this draft serve as a foundation for a collaborative effort to organize
and lead every worship service with creative excellence. Review, make
notes, edit, and use as you see fit with my thanks.

Listen for God to speak. Discern God’s will. Share the Spirit’s direction.

A Worship Team planning meeting via Zoom will be held August 16, 2022
at 7:00 pm. Connection information will be sent out to the established list of
worship leaders. Invite others and share the links, as you see fit.

Erma and Leon are seeking volunteers to take Holy Communion the first
Sunday of each month to our elderly shut-in members and friends. Contact
them if you would like to volunteer.

Thanks to Alethea for arranging for families to provide the Gospel readings,
and, thanks to Wendy for contributing children messages! Thank you to
Cindy Gray for organizing Communion Stewards while Erin and Dave are
on extended vacation.

Thank you for your faithful service!

September 4, 2022
13! Sunday after Pentecost

Jeremiah 18:1-11, Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18, Deuteronomy 30:15-20, Psalm 1,
Philemon 1:1-21, Luke 14:25-33

Jesus harshly teaches the crowd that if they do not hate family and life can
not be his disciple (Oh, my!). Those who are not willing to “carry the cross”
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can not follow him. He teaches them to carefully calculate the cost of
discipleship before signing up. He ends with two examples and saying
“none of you can become my disciples if you do not give up all your
possessions.”

Notes:
Music and meditation at the campground

September 11, 2022
14™ Sunday after Pentecost (Green)

Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28, Psalm 14, Exodus 32:7-14, Psalm 51:1-10, 1
Timothy 1:12-17, Luke 15:1-10

Jesus teaches the tax collectors, sinners, Pharisees, and scribes three
parables, the first two are today’s Gospel lessons: the Parable of the Lost
Sheep, and, the Parable of the Lost Coin.

Notes:

Rally Day, Dedication of Teachers

2"d Sunday Brunch, Outdoor activities, Inflatable Slide

Sunday School during second service

Sanctuary set to be removed, leave the waterfall, autumn theme for the
chancel

September 18, 2022
15 Sunday after Pentecost (Green)

Jeremiah 8:18-9:1, Psalm 79:1-9, Amos 8:4-7, Psalm 113, 1 Timothy 2:1-7

Luke 16:1-13

Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a
manager, and charges were brought to him that this man was squandering
his property. So he summoned him and said to him, ‘What is this that | hear
about you? Give me an accounting of your management, because you
cannot be my manager any longer.” Then the manager said to himself,
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‘What will | do, now that my master is taking the position away from me? |
am not strong enough to dig, and | am ashamed to beg. | have decided
what to do so that, when | am dismissed as manager, people may welcome
me into their homes.” So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he
asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ He answered, ‘A
hundred jugs of olive oil.” He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly,
and make it fifty.” Then he asked another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He
replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.” He said to him, ‘“Take your bill and
make it eighty.” And his master commended the dishonest manager
because he had acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are more
shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are the children of light.
And | tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so
that when it is gone, they may welcome you into the eternal homes.
“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is
dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. If then you have not
been faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true
riches? And if you have not been faithful with what belongs to another, who
will give you what is your own? No slave can serve two masters; for a slave
will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and
despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.”

Notes:

September 25, 2022
16™" Sunday after Pentecost (Green)

Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15, Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16, Amos 6:1a, 4-7, Psalm 146,
1 Timothy 6:6-19

Luke 16:19-31

“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who
feasted sumptuously every day. And at his gate lay a poor man named
Lazarus, covered with sores, who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell
from the rich man’s table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores.
The poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be with
Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. In Hades, where he was
being tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by
his side. He called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send



Page 4 of 20

Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for | am in
agony in these flames.’ But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during
your lifetime you received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil
things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in agony. Besides all this,
between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who might
want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from
there to us.’ He said, ‘Then, father, | beg you to send him to my father’s
house— for | have five brothers—that he may warn them, so that they will not
also come into this place of torment.” Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses
and the prophets; they should listen to them.’” He said, ‘No, father Abraham;
but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.” He said to
him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be
convinced even if someone rises from the dead.”

Musa weNkosi Orphanage Support Offering
Notes:
October 2, 2022

17" Sunday after Pentecost (Green)
World Communion Sunday

Lamentations 1:1-6, Lamentations 3:19-26 or Psalm 137, Habakkuk 1:1-4;
2:1-4, Psalm 37:1-9, 2 Timothy 1:1-14

Luke 17:5-10

The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” The Lord replied, “If you
had faith the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree,
‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,” and it would obey you. “Who among
you would say to your slave who has just come in from plowing or tending
sheep in the field, ‘Come here at once and take your place at the table’?
Would you not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me, put on your apron
and serve me while | eat and drink; later you may eat and drink’? Do you
thank the slave for doing what was commanded? So you also, when you
have done all that you were ordered to do, say, ‘We are worthless slaves;
we have done only what we ought to have done!”

Notes:
Special Offering for World Communion
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Diversity of bread and wine
Children and youth to assist with Holy Communion

October 9, 2022
18t Sunday after Pentecost (Green)

Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7, Psalm 66:1-12, 2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c, Psalm 111, 2
Timothy 2:8-15

Luke 17:11-19

On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between
Samaria and Galilee. As he entered a village, ten lepers approached him.
Keeping their distance, they called out, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy
on us!” When he saw them, he said to them, “Go and show yourselves to
the priests.” And as they went, they were made clean. Then one of them,
when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud
voice. He prostrated himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him. And he was a
Samaritan. Then Jesus asked, “Were not ten made clean? But the other
nine, where are they? Was none of them found to return and give praise to
God except this foreigner?” Then he said to him, “Get up and go on your
way; your faith has made you well.”

Notes:
Second Sunday Lunch

Red dots for children @)

October 16, 2022
19t Sunday after Pentecost (Green)

Jeremiah 31:27-34, Psalm 119:97-104, Genesis 32:22-31, Psalm 121, 2
Timothy 3:14-4:5

Luke 18:1-8

Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to
lose heart. He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared
God nor had respect for people. In that city there was a widow who kept
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coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my opponent.’ For a
while he refused; but later he said to himself, “Though | have no fear of God
and no respect for anyone, yet because this widow keeps bothering me, |
will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by continually
coming.”” And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. And will
not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will
he delay long in helping them? | tell you, he will quickly grant justice to
them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”

Notes:

October 23, 2022
20t Sunday after Pentecost (Green)

Joel 2:23-32, Psalm 65, Sirach 35:12-17 or Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22, Psalm
84:1-7, 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18

Luke 18:9-14

He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were
righteous and regarded others with contempt: “Two men went up to the
temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee,
standing by himself, was praying thus, ‘God, | thank you that | am not like
other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. |
fast twice a week; | give a tenth of all my income.’ But the tax collector,
standing far off, would not even look up to heaven, but was beating his
breast and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ | tell you, this man
went down to his home justified rather than the other; for all who exalt
themselves will be humbled, but all who humble themselves will be
exalted.”

Notes:

October 30, 2022
21%t Sunday after Pentecost (Green)
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Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4, Psalm 119:137-144, Isaiah 1:10-18, Psalm 32:1-7, 2
Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12

Luke 19:1-10

He entered Jericho and was passing through it. A man was there named
Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was rich. He was trying to see
who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because he was
short in stature. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to see him,
because he was going to pass that way. When Jesus came to the place, he
looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for | must
stay at your house today.” So he hurried down and was happy to welcome
him. All who saw it began to grumble and said, “He has gone to be the
guest of one who is a sinner.” Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord,
“Look, half of my possessions, Lord, | will give to the poor; and if | have
defrauded anyone of anything, | will pay back four times as much.” Then
Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because he
too is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save
the lost.”

Notes:
Musa weNkosi Orphanage Support Offering
Zacchaeus tree for the chancel?

November 6, 2022
All Saints Sunday (White)
Daylight Saving Time Ends

Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18, Psalm 149, Ephesians 1:11-23

Luke 6:20-31

Then he looked up at his disciples and said: “Blessed are you who are
poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. “Blessed are you who are hungry
now, for you will be filled. “Blessed are you who weep now, for you will
laugh. “Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you,
revile you, and defame you on account of the Son of Man. Rejoice in that
day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; for that is
what their ancestors did to the prophets. “But woe to you who are rich, for
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you have received your consolation. “Woe to you who are full now, for you
will be hungry. “Woe to you who are laughing now, for you will mourn and
weep. “Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their
ancestors did to the false prophets.

“‘But | say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate
you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. If anyone
strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes
away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. Give to everyone who begs
from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them again.
Do to others as you would have them do to you.

Notes:
Bell and Candles for the Saints from the past 12 months

November 13, 2022
23" Sunday after Pentecost (Green)

Isaiah 65:17-25, Isaiah 12, Malachi 4:1-2a, Psalm 98, 2 Thessalonians 3:6-
13, Luke 21:5-19

Luke 21:5-19

When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with
beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to God, he said, “As for these things
that you see, the days will come when not one stone will be left upon
another; all will be thrown down.” They asked him, “Teacher, when will this
be, and what will be the sign that this is about to take place?” And he said,
“‘Beware that you are not led astray; for many will come in my name and
say, ‘1 am he!’ and, ‘“The time is near!” Do not go after them. “When you
hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things must
take place first, but the end will not follow immediately.” Then he said to
them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there
will be great earthquakes, and in various places famines and plagues; and
there will be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven. “But before all
this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you over
to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and
governors because of my name. This will give you an opportunity to testify.
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So make up your minds not to prepare your defense in advance; for | will
give you words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to
withstand or contradict. You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers,
by relatives and friends; and they will put some of you to death. You will be
hated by all because of my name. But not a hair of your head will perish. By
your endurance you will gain your souls.

Notes:

November 20, 2022
Christ the King Sunday / Reign of Christ (White)

Jeremiah 23:1-6, Luke 1:68-79, Jeremiah 23:1-6, Psalm 46, Colossians
1:11-20, Luke 23:33-43

Luke 23:33-43

When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus
there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. Then Jesus
said, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.” And
they cast lots to divide his clothing. And the people stood by, watching; but
the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if
he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” The soldiers also mocked him,
coming up and offering him sour wine, and saying, “If you are the King of
the Jews, save yourself!” There was also an inscription over him, “This is
the King of the Jews.” One of the criminals who were hanged there kept
deriding him and saying, “Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!”
But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are
under the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed have been
condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but
this man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me
when you come into your kingdom.” He replied, “Truly | tell you, today you
will be with me in Paradise.”

Notes:
United Methodist Student Day Special Offering

November 22, 2022
Community Thanksgiving Service
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November 24, 2022
Thanksgiving Day (USA)

- Year A -
Matthew becomes the dominant Gospel reading, with a sprinkling from the
Gospel of John

November 25/26
Decorate the Sanctuary for Advent

November 27, 2022
First Sunday of Advent (Purple/Blue)

Isaiah 2:1-5, Psalm 122, Romans 13:11-14, Matthew 24:36-44

Matthew 24:36-44

“‘But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven,
nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be
the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day
Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and
swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two
will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two women will be
grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake
therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But
understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the
night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not
have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the
Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.

Musa weNkosi Orphanage Support Offering

Notes:
Advent Wreath readers
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December 4, 2022
Second Sunday of Advent (Purple/Blue)

Isaiah 11:1-10, Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19, Romans 15:4-13, Matthew 3:1-12

Matthew 3:1-12

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea,
proclaiming, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is
the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice of one
crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths
straight.”” Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around
his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then the people of
Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the
Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their
sins.

But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he
said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath
to come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say to
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for | tell you, God is able
from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying
at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is
cut down and thrown into the fire. “| baptize you with water for repentance,
but one who is more powerful than | is coming after me; | am not worthy to
carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His
winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will
gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with
ungquenchable fire.”

Notes:
Advent Wreath readers

December 11, 2022
Third Sunday of Advent (Purple/Blue/Pink if Gaudete Sunday is being
recognized)
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Isaiah 35:1-10, Psalm 146:5-10, Luke 1:46b-55, James 5:7-10, Matthew
11:2-11

Luke 1:46-55

And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God
my Savior, for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; for the Mighty One
has done great things for me, and holy is his name. His mercy is for those
who fear him from generation to generation. He has shown strength with his
arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. He has
brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he
has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. He
has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according to
the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants
forever.”

Matthew 11:2-11

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by
his disciples and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to
wait for another?” Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear
and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news
brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.”

As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What
did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind?
What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look,
those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. What then did you go out to
see? A prophet? Yes, | tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the one
about whom it is written, ‘See, | am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way before you.’” Truly | tell you, among those born of
women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the
kingdom of heaven is greater than he.

Notes:
Single Service: 9:30 am
Choral Cantata
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December 18, 2022
Fourth Sunday of Advent (Purple/Blue)

Isaiah 7:10-16, Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19, Romans 1:1-7, Matthew 1:18-25

Matthew 1:18-25

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother
Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was
found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a
righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to
dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of
the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do
not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from
the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he
will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what had
been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: “Look, the virgin shall
conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which
means, “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the
angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no
marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him
Jesus.

Notes:
Single Service: 9:30 am
Children’s Christmas Pageant

December 24, 2022 (Saturday)
Christmas Eve (White)

Isaiah 9:2-7, Psalm 96, Titus 2:11-14, Luke 2:1-20

Luke 2:1-20

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world
should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while
Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be
registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea,
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to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the
house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he
was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the
time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn
son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because
there was no place for them in the inn.

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over
their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel
said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—l am bringing you good news of
great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a
Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will
find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and
saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among
those whom he favors!” When the angels had left them and gone into
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem
and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to
us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child
lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been
told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the
shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered
them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for
all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

Notes:
- 7:00 pm Worship
- Dish to Pass fellowship dinner before?

December 25, 2022
Christmas Day / First Day of Christmas (White)

Isaiah 52:7-10, Psalm 98, Hebrews 1:1-4, (5-12), John 1:1-14

John 1:1-14
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In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being
through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has
come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
There was a man sent from God, whose hame was John. He came as a
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light,
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world,
and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him.
He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But
to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to
become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the
flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived
among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son,
full of grace and truth.

Musa weNkosi Orphanage Support Offering

Notes:
Single Service: 9:30 am

January 1, 2023
Eighth Day of Christmas (White)

Isaiah 63:7-9, Psalm 148, Hebrews 2:10-18, Matthew 2:13-23

Matthew 2:13-23

Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream
and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and
remain there until | tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to
destroy him.” Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night,
and went to Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to
fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt
| have called my son.”
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When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was
infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem
who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had learned
from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the
prophet Jeremiah: “A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud
lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be consoled,
because they are no more.”

When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to
Joseph in Egypt and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to
the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.”
Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of
Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of
his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a
dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. There he made his home in a
town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets
might be fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazorean.”

Notes:
Single Service: 9:30 am
Winter set on the chancel

January 6, 2022 (Friday)
Epiphany of the Lord (White)

January 8, 2023
1st Sunday Following the Epiphany / Baptism of the Lord (White)

Isaiah 42:1-9, Psalm 29, Acts 10:34-43, Matthew 3:13-17

Matthew 3:13-17

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by
him. John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you,
and do you come to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it
is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented.
And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water,
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suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said,
“This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom | am well pleased.”

Guest Preacher / Celebrant: Padraic Collins-Bohrer

Notes:

January 12, 2023

Rush/Henrietta Martin Luther King, Jr Interfaith Celebration
7:00 pm

St. Marian Cope at Guardian Angels Roman Catholic Church

Keynote Speaker: Angela D. Sims, President, Colgate Rochester Crozer
Divinity School

Notes:

January 15, 2023
2"d Sunday Following the Epiphany (Green)

Isaiah 49:1-7, Psalm 40:1-111, Corinthians 1:1-9, John 1:29-42

John 1:29-42

The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! This is he of whom |
said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was
before me.” | myself did not know him; but | came baptizing with water for
this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.” And John testified, “| saw
the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. |
myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water
said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one
who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” And | myself have seen and have
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testified that this is the Son of God.” The next day John again was standing
with two of his disciples, and as he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed,
“Look, here is the Lamb of God!”

The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. When Jesus
turned and saw them following, he said to them, “What are you looking for?”
They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where are
you staying?” He said to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw where
he was staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about four
o’clock in the afternoon. One of the two who heard John speak and
followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. He first found his brother
Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is translated
Anointed). He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, “You
are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas” (which is translated
Peter).

Notes:
Human Relations Day special offering

January 22, 2023
34 Sunday Following the Epiphany (Green)

Isaiah 9:1-4, Psalm 27:1, 4-9, 1 Corinthians 1:10-18, Matthew 4:12-23

Matthew 4:12-23

Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to
Galilee. He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in
the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what had been spoken through
the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: “Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on
the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— the people
who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and for those who sat in the
region and shadow of death light has dawned.” From that time Jesus began
to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”

As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is
called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they
were fishermen. And he said to them, “Follow me, and | will make you fish
for people.” Immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he went
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from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his
brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and
he called them. Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed
him.

Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and

proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and
every sickness among the people.

Notes:

January 29, 2023
4™ Sunday Following the Epiphany (Green)

Micah 6:1-8, Psalm 15, 1 Corinthians 1:18-31, Matthew 5:1-12

Matthew 5:1-12

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat
down, his disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them,
saying:

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. “Blessed
are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. “Blessed are the meek, for
they will inherit the earth. “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, for they will be filled. “Blessed are the merciful, for they will
receive mercy. “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
“‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven. “Blessed are you when people revile you and
persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way
they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

Notes:

Musa weNkosi Orphanage Support Offering
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++++++++++++++
Looking ahead in 2023:

- February 21: Mardi Gras

- February 22: Ash Wednesday

- February 22-April 1: Lent

- March 12: Daylight Saving Time starts

- March 17: St. Patrick’s Day

- April 2: Palm Sunday

- April 2-8: Holy Week

- April 6: Maundy Thursday

- April 7: Good Friday

- April 9: Easter Sunday

- April 9-May 21: Easter

- May 28: Pentecost

- June 4: Trinity Sunday

Notes:
Pastor Todd on Vacation: January 6 -15, 2023
References:

Jean and Alexander Heard Library, Vanderbilt Divinity School
lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu



